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Amendments tn the Claims: 

Pursuant to 37 C JUL § 1.121(c) and the revised amendment practice effective July 30, 2003, 
please cancel claims 25 and 47, and amend claims 24, 28 and 46 as indicated herein. A complete 
listing of all the claims in the application is provided immediately below. 

COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 

Claims 1-23 (canceled). 

24. (Currently amended) A fiber optic plug and receptacle assembly comprising: 
a fiber optic plug comprising: 

a plug body having a shroud proximate one end thereof, the shroud defining at 

least one opening; and 

a fiber optic connector disposed within the plug body and comprising a connector 
housing and a plug ferrule at least partially disposed within the connector housing; and 
a fiber optic receptacle for mating with the fiber optic plug, the fiber optic receptacle 
comprising: 

a receptacle housing defining an internal cavity opening through opposed ends; 
and 

an adapter sleeve disposed within the internal cavity defined by the receptacle 
housing, the adapter sleeve defining a lengthwise extending passage for receiving a 
portion of the plug ferrule of the fiber optic plug; 

wherein the shroud and the adapter sleeve are sized such that portions of the adapter 
sleeve are disposed within the at least one opening defined by the shroud once the plug ferrule of 
the fiber optic plug is inserted into the adapter sleeve^nd 

Wherein a fiber optic cable is coupled to th ft fiher optic receptacle from the plus haflY 
thr ^h a crime band ™h that tensio n a pplied to the fiber optic cable is therefore diverted away 
from the fiber optic connector. 

PACE m « RCVO AT 12/1012004 9:49:30 AM [Eastern Standard Time]'SVR:U$PTO£W>1f3'DNI$:8729306' CSID:82890152O6 * DURATION (mm-ss):2348 




~~ ©EC. 10. 2004 10:42AM CCSLEGAL 



NO. 130 P. '3 



McDonald et aL 
Serial No- 10/659,666 
gage 3 



25. (Canceled). 

26. (Original) The fiber optic plug and receptacle assembly according to claim 24, wherein 
the plug body extends lengthwise between a first end and a second end, the first end opposed to 
the second end, and the openings denned by the shroud extend lengthwise from at least a medial 
portion of the shroud to the first end of the plug body. 

27. (Original) The fiber optic plug and receptacle assembly according to claim 24, wherein 
the at least one opening defined by the shroud is a pair of openings aligned with one another. 

28. (Currently amended) Tho fibor optic plug and roooptaclo assembly aoooidmg to olaim - frtr 

A fiber ontic phift and rece ptacle assembly comprising: 

a fiber optic pl ug comprising: 

a plu ^ hndy having a shroud proxim ate one end thereof, the shroud defining at 

least one open inp; and 

a fiber ootic connector disposed within the nlug body and comprising a connector 
housing and * plug ferrule at least pa rtially disposed within the connector housing,; and 
f> fK*r optic receptacle for mating wit h the fiber optic plug, the fiber optig receptacle 

comprising: , 

a receptacle housing defining an internal cavity op ening through opposed endgj 

and. 

an adapter sleeve disposed w jthffl the internal cavity defined by the reogptaclfi , 
TmiiHin p. the adapter sleeve defin in g a lengthw ise extending passage for roceivm^ a 
portion of the p 1»ft ferrule of the fiber optic plug: 

wherein the shroud and the adapter sleeve ar e sized such that portions of fee adapter 
sleeve are digged within the at least on e opening denned bv the shroud once the plug , ferrule of 
the fiber optic plug is inserted into fl ag adapter sleeve: and 

wherein the teagfewwe extending plug body defines a longitudinal axis, and wherein the 
plug - body and further comprises: 



PAGE 3/82 * RCV0 AT 1 2110/2004 9:49:30 AM (Eastern Standard Time) * SVRiUSPTO-EFXRMfl * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:8289D15205 1 DURATION (mnws):2348 



"fiEC. 10. 2004" 1 0 : 43AM CCSLEGAL 



NO. 130 P. 4 



0 u McDonald etaL 

Serial No. 10/659, 666 
Page 4 



a shaft proximate the shroud; and 

a collar for engaging the fiber optic receptacle, the collar disposed upon the shaft such 
that travel of the collar in the lengthwise direction is limited while permitting rotation of the 
collar about the longitudinal axis relative to the shaft. 

Claims 29-45 (canceled). 

46. (Currently amended) A fiber optic plug and receptacle assembly comprising: 
a fiber optic receptacle; and 

a fiber optic ping for mating with the fiber optic receptacle, the fiber optic plug 
comprising; 

a fiber optic connector comprising a connector housing and a plug ferrule at least 
partially disposed within the connector housing and capable of being mounted upon an 
end portion of at least one optical fiber; and 

a plug body extending lengthwise between a first end and a second end. the first 
end opposed from the second end, and having a shroud proximate the first end thereof; 
the shroud defining a pair of openings on opposite sides thereof, the openings extending 
lengthwise from at least a medial portion of the shroud to the first end of the plug bodyi 
abasia ftfi lengthwise, gxlsadjag nlu g hndv definea a lonpimdinal axis and the phifi body 

further comprises: 

a shaft prox^TTi ate the shroud: and 

* far engaging th ft fiber ootio receptacle, the cnllar disposed won the shaft such 
that travel of the collar in ttV- lmethwise di rection is limited while pwrittfrft rotation of . the 
collar about the lpngitu dinaj axis relative to the shaft. 

47. (Canceled). 
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